
Cover Letter 

 

Dear Members of the British Bulgarian Business Association, 

I am pleased to offer myself for re-election to the Management Board of the BBBA. 

When I joined the Board in 2019, I certainly could not foresee the challenges that we would face 

over the next two years. Many of our activities have been virtual of necessity and so, for much of 

this time I have not been able to meet with members in the way I would have liked. However, I 

believe that we have continued to offer a valuable service to our members; something supported by 

the fact that our membership numbers have held up well. 

Circumstances have forced us to adapt, and we have been able to put together a varied programme 

of virtual seminars, trade missions without the need to travel, and even a virtual tasting of Bulgarian 

wines. I certainly found chairing this to be an interesting experience. 

Last November I was elected by the Board as Vice-Chair which has meant an even greater 

involvement in the activities of the Association. I have taken on the role of treasurer, working closely 

with our Executive Director and our accountants to monitor the day to day financial health of BBBA. 

The Association has developed the reputation as an informed source of information on British 

business issues, and I have been happy to give interviews to the local media on several occasions – 

especially important for us to do given the increasing trade complexities thrown up by Brexit. 

Brexit has, of course, been a very significant event.  New hurdles have appeared when doing 

business between Bulgaria and the UK which can be especially difficult for smaller companies. In 

conjunction with the wider British Chambers of Commerce network we have endeavoured to give 

advice and practical assistance where requested. I believe that this has been well received by our 

members. I will continue to ensure, in conjunction with the British Embassy and our contacts with 

other Chambers that we develop and update this advice. We are now very much at the stage of 

offering practical help when issues arise. 

As we are now hopefully coming out of the worst of the pandemic, we have begun to offer face to 

face networking events again. The first of these have been very successful and I shall certainly be a 

strong supporter of developing these further as they are clearly in demand from our members and 

give excellent opportunities for networking. We have also increased our skills in hosting on-line 

meetings and seminars. I see these as an important service we will want to maintain after the 

pandemic where they are the most effective way of making vital business information available to 

the largest possible audience. They also act as a good advertisement to companies who are not yet 

members. 



I have now lived in Bulgaria for almost 23 years. For almost all this time I have been working with 

and advising businesses. Coupled with over 20 years before that working with UK businesses, I am 

keen to continue playing an active role in the BBBA, understanding, as I do the approach to business 

in both countries. 

I am always looking to promote BBBA and its activities to encourage the recruitment of new 

members. I believe one of the most useful activities for me has been to get to know and understand 

the challenges facing the leaders of many of our member businesses especially in the IT sector which 

forms a very important part of our membership. 

We must seek to maintain and develop the services that our members value in order to increase our 

influence further and expand the mutual trade between Britain and Bulgaria. I believe that I have the 

necessary skills to offer as part of the Management Board especially with my experience of working 

with businesses from both countries over many years. 

Yours sincerely, 

Gilbert McCaul. 

 

 


